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Skin at risk Type 1 Type 2 Type 3

Skin at risk
 Mature skin is more vulnerable and prone to skin 
tears.

No skin loss
Linear or flap tear that can be repositioned to cover 
wound bed.

Partial flap loss
Partial flap loss that cannot be repositioned to cover 
the wound bed.

Total flap loss
Total flap loss exposing entire wound bed.

SSkkiinn  tteeaarr

CClleeaannssee  wwoouunndd  wwiitthh  PPrroonnttoossaann**

PPeerrffoorrmm  wwoouunndd  aasssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  
ccllaassssiiffyy//ddooccuummeenntt  ttyyppee  ooff  sskkiinn  tteeaarr11

Recommended 
product

Emollient

Mölnlycke Health Care, Unity House, Medlock Street, Oldham OL1 3HS.  Telephone: 0800 917 4918
REFERENCES: 1. Le Blanc, K. et al. (2013 International Skin Tear Advisory Panel: A  Tool Kit to Aid in the Prevention, Assessment, and Treatment of Skin Tears Using a Simplified Classification System. Adv Skin Wound Care, October, 459-476.   2. Oxford University Hospitals NHS 
Trust protocol November 2018   
*Oxford University Hospitals NHS FoundationTrust understands that Molnlycke are not responsible for the performance of any non Molnlycke products listed on this document.
The Mölnlycke Health Care, Mepitel® One, and Mepilex® Border Comfort,  trademarks, names and respective logos are registered globally to one or more of Mölnlycke Health Care Group of companies. © 2018 Mölnlycke Health Care. All rights reserved.   UKTM0043

Recommended 
product

On Type 1 and 2 skin tears, place Mepitel One® over 
the flap in the same direction that the skin is replaced. 
Cover with an absorbent secondary dressing and 
retention bandage. Leave Mepitel One®  in place for 5 
days then re-assess the wound.

On type 3 skin tears, control bleeding if necessary (apply 
pressure and elevate limb if required) use Mepilex® 

Border Comfort (or select appropriate dressing based on 
wound assessment). Mark an arrow in the direction of the 
skin flap to ensure when removing, the skin flap remains 
in place. 

Gently cleanse the wound using a wound 
irrigation solution.

Approximate wound edges, classify the wound, 
measure and document.
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Application Guide

Recommended 
product

& absorbent pad

Recommended 
product

& absorbent pad
Select dressing such as 
MMeeppiilleexx®®  BBoorrddeerr  CCoommffoorrtt in 
accordance with wound 
assessment.

Oxford University Hospitals Trust Treatment Goals

• Manage exudate• Avoid trauma • Protect peri wound skin • Moist wound healing • Control pain • Prevent infection
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